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Dear Commissioners:

I am writing in support of the Sandwich Isles Communications, Inc. petition for waiver
that would define Hawaiian Home Lands as the study area for Sandwich Isles Communications.

Hawaii Community College's (HawCC) main campus is located in east Hawaii, but have
responsibility for education centers in West Hawaii and together we are responsible for meeting
the educational needs of all Hawaii Island. These responsibilities are extremely challenging due
to the large geographic area we must cover. This geographic area is the largest in our state.
Obviously, we are not adequately situated to service the mostly rural communities on our island,
For years we had been searching for ways to reach the native Hawaiian population on Hawaiian
Home lands and meet their educational needs through broadband distance learning opportunities.
We sincerely believe that our search for distance learning delivery solutions for native Hawaiian
communities can only be met by partnering with Sandwich Isles Communications as they are
serving or will be serving communities that were not served before, This partnership is extremely
significant due to the fact that native Hawaiians have always been amongst the under-represented

populations attending post-secondary institutions of higher learning.

Given today's technology, the bandwidth necessary to deliver interactive, high definition
quality educational programs directly into the rural and remote HHL communities and residential
homes is tremendous. Accordingly, our appetite for bandwidth is equally tremendous. Sandwich
Isles Communications is deploying broadband to HHL communities, and we are excited that we
will be able to fulfill a long-standing vision to extend our educational reach into Hawaiian Home

Lands,

What Sandwich Isles Communications is accomplishing is a great service to us all, and
they should be allowed to continue focusing on serving HHL communities. I strongly urge an
expedited approval so that HHL residents will have access to interactive education programs
within their community and within their homes in the very near future. Mahalo

Rockne Freitas, Ed.D.
Chancellor

200 w. Kawili Street, Hila, Hawaii 96720·4091
www,hawcc,hawaii.edu Phone (808) 974-7659 Fax (808) 974-7692
An Equal Opponunity/Affirmative Action Institution


